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laboured under attacks of temporary insanity.
Spiritual influences and spiritual faith were not con-
fined to the Israelites,
MESMERISM AMONG THE ROMANS.
Esculapius delivered oracles in a dream for the
cure of his patients. He breathed on the diseased
parts, or allayed pain by the stroking of his hands
and often, as .also did his disciples, threw his other
patients into long and refreshing sleeps for the re-
covery of health.
"I will not suffer persons," say Varro, "to deny
that the Sibyl has given men good counsel during her
life, and that she left after death predictions which
are still eagerly consulted on all difficult emergencies,
It is recorded in St. Justin "that the Sibyls spoke
many great things with justice and truth, and that
when the  instinct  which  animated them  ceased to
, exist,   they lost the   recollections   of all they  had
declared/'
According to Celsus, Asclepiades put to sleep, by
means of frictions, those affected by frenzy. Where
their frictions were prolonged, the patient was
plunged into a deep lethargic sleep. Heidenhain's
"cutaneous irritations" seem to be the legitimate
successors of Asclepiades, frictions. There can be no .
doubt that the effects produced in these and in
similar instances were identical in character with the
mesmeric phenomena of to-day.
MESMERISM IN FRANCE.
The modern Frenchman, like his ancient for-
bear, the Gaul, is particularly susceptible to mesmeric
Influences. Its present day hypnotic wonders are but
the continuation, in another phase, of the higher
religious manifestations, which took place amid the
mystic surroundings of the Druidic temples. Women
brought up and instructed by the Druids, we are
informed, delivered oracles, foretold the future, and
cured diseases. The accounts given by Tacitus,